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The Scandal That Got Awa

BY TAYLOR BRANCH

1t.is a safe bet that the secret bombing of Cam-
bodia will fail as a scandal. No one will go to jail.
No one will lose his job. No one will cry out about
the unanswered questions like what did he know
and when did he know it. No general will be
summarily drummed out of the Air Force for
falsifying records, as was Lavelle. No civilian
honcho in the Nixon Administration will sneak out
of office on some pretext of an honest excuse. No
senators will become so famous for protecting the
people that the papers will feel obliged to run big
features on their eating habits and how they spend
a day at home with the folks. And no reporter will
make his reputation for dogged pursuit of the facts,
or vindicate the honor of the media by showing that
the courageous truth can -make a president blink.
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All this is true, even though Plato or Walter
Lippmann could make a pretty good classroom
case that the secret bombing is more ominous and
deserving of our attention than Watergate. After
all, the Watergate break-in was an intelligence
operation that occupied perhaps one per cent of

Jeb Magruder’s time. It is reasonable, even for
those who lust after Nixon’s scalp, to suspect that

[P

e

the bugging plot did not receive the high level

attention that a truly evil, momentous scheme
deserves—that no one would have raised the roof if
Gordon Liddy had slinked back with his motley
strike force to report that it was too risky. In
Cambodia, on the other hand, the President
himself ordered the chairman of his Joint Chiefs
half a dozen times to make sure that no one learned
of 3,630 secret B-52 raids that would drop 100,000
tons of bombs on an officially neutral country.
Right—there in the National Security Council
meeting, Nixon scared all the highest officials in his
government so bad that they riggedl up a system to
keep the bombing secret from almost everyone,
including the Air Force Vice Chief of Staff.

Taylor Branch is a contributing editor . .-
of Harper's magazine. :

General Earl Wheeler, chairman of the JCS, swore
to the Senate Armed Services Committee that he

would have flatly lied to cover-up the bombing if'

the Secretary of the Air Force had asked him about
it casually on the golf course.

The constitutional issues rise quickly out of
the Watergate burglary, but in Cambodia you srart
with them. For openers, you have the President
conspiring with the military to keep a new war
hidden from the Congress, mocking the separation
of powers to the extent that Congress was given
classified documents showing that the Cambodian
bombings took place in South Vietnam. For those

who take civil-military relations seriously, you have
a whole military ~phalanx—generals, colonels,

pilots, debriefers, radarmen, computer
programmers-—under strict orders to ignore
regular military channels and respond only to
secret orders from one immediate superior. Each

man has to trust that the seeret orders are legit-
. imate, because he is forbidden to.quéstion them with

anyone, lest he jeopardize the hidden network. The
military apparatus for the bombing, in short, had
all the ingredients of Seven Days in May, with the
President in and the Congress definitely out.
Unlike the Watergate team, the operatives

 for the secret bombing did not bungle away their

potential for harm. THousands of irregular orders
wete obeyed like clockwork—as -people - falsified

* thiete records and burned, their seeret orders when ’

they were supposed to, so that the-B-52s could do-

their work without making any. noise back home. .

When the American war in Cambodia ended in
August amidst headlines telling of accidental
bombings and civilian massacres, one could only
guess whether similar accidents took place in 1969.

No one c¢ould have known, - because the

Administration didn’t talk and the préSs didn't
snoop very ‘hard.

Why was the bombing not discovered when
it was going on, and why did the story die so
quickly this year? Both B-52 strikes and elaborate
lies are hard to conceal, so it is embarrassing for us
in the press that the news did not explode in 1969.
And the charges are so grave that it is more than
puzzling why the full exposure of the facts did not
even draw blood. ,

The first mention of the secret bombing
occurred in The New York Times of May 9, 1969,

where William Beecher cited ‘‘knowledgeable .

sources”™ as saying that American planes had

“raided several Vietcobg and North Vietnamese
supply dumps and base campsin Cambodia for the

first time.” The story did not say how many raids
were being carried out in Cambodia, or how
regularly, or whether the raids meant an entire new
bombing campaign. Instead, this rather offhand
disclosure left the impression that there were some
spot bombings going on and that we would hear
more about it if something bigger were afoot.
Some reporters believe that Beecher, known
as a Pentagon ally, actually intended to help the

"Administration with the story by signaling a new
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© Ugetutough” JNixon war p

Hanoi'negotiate: If so, Beecher was ‘an overzéalous
flack because his mention of the Cambodia

bombing served notice on

he Administration that

the."'special security” measjires had failed and that

Mixon's  most closely he
splattered onto newsprint.
by Kissinger as one of th

d secret had already
This story is now cited
£ main reasons for the

famous 17 wiretaps, one -of which was placed on

William Beecher’s phone.

Apparently, government officials liked what
they heard Beecher say, for he was hired to ctoss
the gray line and become Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Bublic Affairs. In other
words, he went over to the dther side, where his job
is now to help Jerry Friedheim fend off press

olicy that might. gnake .

‘Newsweek, where the little |

“sécret bombing story went
" ‘Seymour Hersh of the Times, who was far and away

~why reporters ‘in Vietnam

© bombing all over Indochina

“'vety small ‘part of the war

‘We're bombing the border

inquiries. Whether his sympathies explain things
or not, he-did not follow|up his scoop with in-
formation on -the scope pr significance of the
bombing. '

Newsweek broke the only other story durin g
the 14-month campaign in 3 June 2, 1959, Periscope
item entitled “The Secret Bombing of Cambodia."”
In four sentences, Newsweek capsulized the salient
facts—the super secrecy| the falsified battle

-~

‘reports, and the presidential responsibility for the

‘orders. But even this tantaliging revelation failed to
stic up a press inquiry. The next printed reference
to ‘the story came ‘in the August 20, 1973,
aragraph from '69 was
reprinted to prove that Newlsweek had been on top
of the matter for four years, The fact that a cover
story had remained submerged in the Periscope did ]
not scem to mar the spirit|.of self-congratulation,

"1 "Other than theése two isolated tidbits, the
nowhere in the press.

the most thorough reportef on the story when it
finally came out this year,says hé can’t imagine
did not pry out the
details by pumping the B-32 crews, searching for
embassy leaks, flying over Cambodia, and the like.
His best guess is that reporters did not believe that
so unconstitutional a policy was possible: “I just
dori't think anybody could tonceive of the United
‘States ‘systematically bombing a neutral country
with which we are not at war.” :
Most reporters who worked on the 'story in
1969 advance- just- the opposite interpretation:
bombings in- Cambodia were so likely that they
weren't even news. It was |assumed that we were
just as it was assumed
that:ithe body counts were |inflated and that the
light was not at.the end bf the tunnel. Lloyd
Norman, the veteran Newsweek Pentagon
eorrespondent who dug, u'p.ihe '69 Periscope item,
explains' that. the Cambodia story seemed like a
in 1969: “It was just
brushed off as:another ong of the facts of life.
areas. What's new?

3,

»esiveedls CONT'D,
1" "the reports ‘of ‘bo

mbing in Cambodia. And gs

recently as last May, I.called and asked, ‘when t

hell are you guys going to give
bombing .in Cambodia and
finally got his statistics in July,

story broke, and th
no bombing at all

campaign. “The guy who'sent

know himself that
Norman sighs.

William Thomas, editor

us the statistics
Laos?' ”. Norman
just before the b

e numbers were falsified to sho
in Cambodia during the secrgt
me the stuff didnft
there were all those omissior;s. '

of The Los Angeles

Times. agrees with Lloyd Norman's view that t

Cambodia story was not judg

to be worth muc

investigative time in the clim:@ of 1969: “I thin

several reporters probably

stab atiit,” he says.

made one good har
“They came up against a blan

“for the sectet rums. ‘Finally, he

" that “the ball game is over."”

wall, and then had to go back 4nd cover the rest gf

the war.”

So much for 1969. Th
this year, as parts of the press
their best Watergate spirit. Sy

scoop in the Sunday Times of July 15, revealin
that former Air Force major Hal M. Knight woul

tell the Senate Armed Services
had helped doctor reports to

Committee how h
hide the Cambodi

bombing in early 1970. Knight’s confession ha
some of the cloak-and-dagger excitement that ha

given dramatic flair to the Whatergate story.

told Hersh that he had work
stallation in Vietnam, helping {

would run through the compuy
dinates and a flight plan for
Knight's outfit"would then diy
their “‘cover mission” in South
them over Cambodia.
cover missions as having taken p
burn the secret orders and the

number in Saigon and tell an 3

Howard Hunt could have play

" Hersh wrote six front-g
first seven days of the scandal—
admissions ~ that the raids
magnitude of the campaign (thx
as compared with General La

anything to do with a phony rep
networks jumped on the story
Knight testimony on July 16, b
next day, when tffe Pentagon
raids had taken place.

Soon, however, the med
clear. Hersh would write every
overshadowed by Watergate, si
in- the same week that Ale
revealed the existence of the

ee thousand sorties
velle’s twenty-five)
denials from Administration officials that they had
orting system. The

ut picked it up thg
admitted that the

lia pattern becamg
day on page one—
nce the story brokd

Nixon tapes.

H

took place, thg

ABC: ignored thg

"

ander Butterfield
Hg

lings were different
came out blazing i
Hersh hit with a bi

ed at a radar in-
o guide U.S. plane

to their targets: Every day, said Knight, an ‘air-

plane would land at.his base bringi '
" for raids in Cambodia, which his subordinate
ter to obtain ¢oo:
the secret mission)

ert the B-52s fron
Vietnam and send

Knight would report the
lace, and he would
computer material
would call 2 phone
nonymous listener
It was a role that
ed comfortably.
age stories in the
~outraged senators
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There was no great public

uproar.”

i With this perspective ‘on the raids, which

‘werg thought to be

minor and sporadic rather than

massive and sustained, reporters were content to
investigate simply by asking the Pentagon what was

© going on. **W¢ knew!that

he bombing was going

on,” “says* Norman, “and |we kept asking...We

repeatedly asked the Pentagon in those days about

would dig a story

like Kissinger, Laird, and Wheeler for comment

The networks wou
was something to
Senate hearings or

Sometimes ABC would have

out somewhere, calling peopl¢

1d run a story ounly when ther¢
be photographed—either at th¢
at a Kissinger press conference.
nothing, while the
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THE SCANDAL THAT GOT AWAY..eeoesossssss CONT'D,

other two networks ran the same story. On July 19,
for example, NBC and CBS picked up that mor-
ning’s Hersh story on Melvin Laird’s denial that he
knew of the false reporting system or who was
responsible for the raids. ABC was silent.

* Similarly, on Monday the 23rd, ABC neglected the

story run by Hersh and the other networks—
Senator Symington’s charge that the money to pay
‘for‘the secret raids was obtained illegally.

. Some newspapers, such' as The Boston
Globe and The Washington Post fell right-in

behind Hersh, but others virtually ignored the

story., The Chicago Tribune ran two front-page
articles the first week and then imposed a three-
week blackout before an August 8 story on page 7
picked up the Senate testimony of George Moses,
who described his participation in secret bombings
more than 75 miles inside Cambodia,. after the
1970 invasion, (The Pentagon confirmed this story
on Sept. 10.) . The Trib then went back. to sleep
until August 11, when the Pentagon released a Nov.
20, 1969, memo from Earl Wheeler to Melvin Laird
asking clearance to continue the secret B-52 raids,

‘with simultaneous sorties in South Vietnam'to .

confuse the press, “‘Strikes on these latter targets,”
observed Wheeler, referring to the cover missions,
*‘will provide a resemblance to riormal operations
thereby providing a credible story for replies to
press inquiries.” This memo, classified ‘TOP
SECRET-SENSITIVE-NOFORN-EYES - ‘ONLY-

ABSOLUTELY FOR EYES OF ADDRESSE

L neral pubhc, an

it appeared to put Lalrd and Wheeler in a bind
regarding their denials of involvement with' the
false reporting system. Not so, said Laird. He had

ordered ‘the concealment of the truth from  the

Congress “and " the press, but not the outright
commission of a lie. If asked about the bombing,
those few who knew were supposed to.obfuscate,
profess not to understand, divert attention, and

“otherwise search for the slimmest excuse to give a

slippery answer—but they were not supposed to lie.

-They were to deceive without being dishonest, to'

be sneaky without being crude, to grasp at any

' polite evasion short of a dishonorable falsehood—

all of which General Wheeler said he would have
tried on the golf course, although the straight-

shootmg general said he would have lied if
necessary.

The Laird story made page one all over the

country, but the Tribune ran it on page 14, with -

emphasis on. Laird’s defense: “Laird ‘said the
bombing was kept secret to protect the lives of
American troops and because the Cambodian
government would have condemned the raids and
demanded a hait to them if they had been made
public:.”” - The whole thing had a-Watergate air
about it, with big officials grimly walking a
tightrope of legalisms that separated a lie from a
“legitimate covert activity.”

Neverthelass, the Trib dmpped the story the

next day without bothering to editorialize. That is
not so surprising, but it is puzzling that The New

‘York Times fell to silence also. These papers, éach

of which often roars about stories that the:other
plays down, agreed that. the Cambodra bombing
story was dead. ,

Sy Hersh had mustered enough skill,k

passion, and Puritan discipline to keep Cambodia

" on the front page of the Times almost every day

from July 15 to July 31, when he reported: General
Wheeler’s Senate testimony that it was President
Nixon himse}f who ordered the secret bombing and
the special precautions against disclosure. Having
treed the head raccoon, the press hounds had no
more ground to cover or questions to ask. It was as
if Nixon had personally gone down to the jail to bail
out Liddy and his spooks, taking full responsibility
for his hit men. The only remaining question was
what anybody was going to do about it, and no one’
was making news on that issue. Hersh went off to
report -on the' CIA's psychological profile  of
Ellsberg, and returned to the story a week Jater

~when the Senate served up more testimony—

veterans speaking of lospital bombings; Moses on’

the deep raids, and Deputy Defense Secretary *
* William' P. Clements (who released the Wheeler< §
Laird memo). After four stories, culminating in the ..

Laird reve]atro .tHer;h 1éft the Cambodia’ story .

for good. Thus, the reporfer who had put more
energy and more copy. into: his - first ‘couple of
dispatches than The Chicago Tribune devoted to
an entire month of the scandal joined the Tribune
on the sidelines, resxgned but not indifferent to the
demise of the issue. The networks and most other

- newspapers negotiated a middle course to the drop-

off after the Laird story. They leaned heavily on

- the Senate hearings for drama and photogemc ;
news, didn’t bother to go filling in the journalistic :
cracks. and faded away when the hearmgs ended -

’ f‘fm the €mgressnonal recess. '

Ehave surveyed the coverage in The New
York Times; Newsweek, The Chicago Tribune and
The Los Angeles Times in an effort to determine

-why this scandal bit the dust without a resrgnatmn .
or a lost stripe or even a reasonable: amount of . §

political chastisement. My best guess is that the
story of the secret bombing fell prey to four: great

flaws of journalism: No Build- up. No News Peg, No:
Sex, and No Hope: There is a normal amount of |

media sloth and dullness behind these categories,
but it seems, on balance, that the coverage was
dampened by iron laws more than by the human
factor.

NO BUILD-UP

“If there are some disclosures yet to be made, then

the story might take off. But if there aren't, it will
just die. The whole story came out very quickly.”

~—William Thomas, Editor, LA Times .

Experience shows that there are three ways .

for a President to get rid of a brewing scandal. The
first and most popular is to ride it out, saying as
little as possible, until the jackals in the press and
. the political opposition get tired and move on to

other things. The second is to confess to all the
facts and say you're sorry. The third is to contess to

all the facts .and sdy you would do it again.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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By most accounts, President Nixon got into
trouble on Watergate by sticking to numiber one
when heé should have worked in sofme niumber two.
By the time of the Cambodia disc osures, however,
he had gone to school. So when the story appeared
to die out after the Laird revelations on August 10,
the President was not fooled. He knew the scandal
had ereated more shock waves in| the first month
than Watergate had, and that thete were still some
unanswered questlons on the familiar theme of his
own personal view of the matter. (The press mlght
be playing possum, so the President decided to
strike with a strong dose of number three. . He took
everyone by surprise and brought up the scandal
himself—journeying to New Orleans, where he
roused the woolhats of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars with: the prou® announcement that he had

spandal to'organize the press. In the Times of July
30, which broke the Cambodia scandal in less than
4 page, there were no less than eight full pages on
the Watergate tape controversy-—complete with
donstitutional analyses, a technical guide to the

‘Buggirg, and so on—plus ‘more than two full pages

an the Senate testimony of witnesses like Kalm-

bach, and one full pa g previewing the testimony of
Ehrlichman and deman, It takes time -and

Jommitment for an institution to produce such
doverage, dnd the Cambedia story was stopped up
before it had even fermented in the prains of the
dolumnists., ‘

NO NEWS PEG

showdown and won. It takes a long time for a

personally ordered the secret b
‘American lives in the war that h

not started. He would do it agaij

furthermore, it was approved b

President that he had blamed hi;

pmbing to save
¢ had ended but

y the American

son’s death on

people, such as the father who w%at'e in to tell the

the President’s failure to attack
sanctuaries, but he no longer blan
after learning of the clandestine

|the Cambodian

es the President
bombing,

n, he said. And .

Y1 don't know that there's any news
Who's going to sue Preside.:t Nixon
some peasants in Cambodia?"

n it now . .:
for bombt'ng

«—Clifton Daniel,
‘ Wasmngton bureau chief, New York Tm:es

To offset the Nixon offensive, the press
needed an enormous amount of novel, exciting

Djlxun ’s emotional speech |got big play .at
The Ch:cago Tribune, where the editors had béen

helping their readers forget the scaj
obliged to render their first editoriz
which revealed their tortured posit
the Trib likes Nixon's war po
editorial painfully, the President’s
the focal issue of secrecy—sec
bombings, secrét reports, secret

1 on-the subject,
on. As much as
licies, said “the
speech avoided
ret war, - secret
military cadres.

The question is not why the bomb)

ng, but why the

ndal, They were: '

deception.  After forcing out this censure, the
editors went on to give thanks foy the tumultuous
reception Nixon received in |New Orleans.
Although the Trib editors seemed sorry that they
-had to reproach their man in print, they could
rejoice privately that he was on| politically solid
ground. |
At The New York Times,

themselves in precisely the opp
they suffered from a classic Pyrr

e editors found
ite situation, as
ic victory. They

could flagellate the President all| they wanted on

the nonsense and evasions of the speech, but they
were in a hopeless political position. Nixon had
erected his battlements around 'the wisdom of his
victorious war policy, and no newsman in his right

.Daniel. ‘“Nobody’s making news.” )
Of course, the news can spmetimes get
nudged along, but that requires great motivation
on the part of the reporters. And most of them felt

trap of a debate on war policy. But
forward to make the news. Senatg

was retiring from the Senate to give

obligatory opertt
from the Senate to do spiritual w
today ...." Hughes was out, and
cared enough té risk a political neck

haven’t heard any major politician in
anything about Cambodia lately,”

in tune with the presumed publi
Cambodia: so what? ““I haven't seen

something about Cambodia,” Da
war'sover’ feeling,” says Max McCro

some reporters. who like abstract
stories believe that the Cambodia

secret bombing—ate the issues of

material to get the matter away from|the Nixonian

no one c¢ame
r. Hughes of

Towa, who had catried the ball, announced that he

his life to the

Lord, and this ruined him as a news source. No
scandal can get anywhere on stones with _the. .

. e ok g ’

1a.), who recently ann'ounced that he would retire

ork, charged
nobody else

this town say

says Clifton

c attitude on
a single piece

of paper come ‘across my desk saying let’s do

niet explains.

“The problem is that there’s a ‘thank God the

hon, managing

editor of the Tribune, in agreement. Ever
Constitutional '
scandal is old -
hat. The big issues—official lying, secret 'war,

the Pentagon

with the war_
already over and Watergate brewing away. *'l

mind would engage in a printed

argument about

the Indochina War, No one wanted to hear about
it, and it didn’t matter that the President had
slanted the debate. The scandal ‘was. beyond
disentanglement. So the editors at the Times came

forth on August 24 with a long, passionate editorial

denouncing the Nixon spéech. They made roughly
the same points as the Tribune pditors, but they
wrote with the.thoroughness and finality of people

Papers, and no one tried to do apything ‘about
them. The secret bombing is not newsworthy,
because it contains no fresh |Constitutional
outrages. '

of the security cliques inside the military. This
preoccupied the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, which had just completed an investigation

Thé one possible exception here is the issue

who did not expect to return to
Nixon thus forestalled the

the subject.
possibility of a

press build-up on the secret bombing. Before the
media could make up its mind about;the scandal,

much less roll out the big artillery,

leon forced 3

subordinafes to falsify the bombin

of the Lavelle case, in which General Lavelle
bombed North Vietnam on his own by orderinig his

g reports, He

told the pilots that it was all approved. by higher
' ’ ‘CONTINUED NEXT " PAGE -

| - = !
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-242-7-8-7




i

I . No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 . LOC-HAK-242-7-8-7

[T, T~
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ups, and that the plan was so secret they could not
discuss or check it out with anybody. Cumbodia
was bombed by the same method, except that the
President did approve the secrevy and the raids—a
fact which no one down the line could be sure of.

The Senate was concerned  with
Congressional control of the military, as well as
with adequate control within the military, but this
question did not catch'on in the press. It is far too
complicated, say the reporters. So the public did
not read accounts of the explosive fail-safe con-
troversies at the hearings, such as the following
exchange between General Wheeler and Georgia's
Sen. Sam Nunn: '

NUNN: So \da_}or Knight s xxmx.c,
down here w.(houl any
knowledge of what & guing
on, knowingly bombing
Cambodia and reporting it
as South Vietnam. And yet
if you, as Chairmun of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, had
asked him what he was
doing he would not have
been able to properly
respond and give you ac-
curate information?

WHEELER: That is the way hc should
have responded. Whether
he would or not, I can’t say.
NUNN: How can you run an Army

with an operation like that?

- His next immediate superior
is the man for him to break
to.

WHEELER:

T ; e
NUNN: General if there is one
break in that link, the whole
chain comes falling apart.

. WHEELER: It wouldnt fall apart long,

in my opinion.

It hs. In the case of Lavelle,
it fell apart for quite awhile,

NUNN:

WHEELTR: As 1 said, that too was

corrected in due course.

NUNN: General, in an age of

nuclear war, due course is
not enough. '

The hearings are dotted with these military
questions, too abstruse for general consumption, In
fact, the military nature of the Cambodia scandal
hurts press coverage in several ways. The Pentagon
is much less teeming with leaks and sources than
CREEP and the FBI were for Watergate. The Armed
Services committees have a firm jurisdictional grip
on military investigations, and they are known for
thé gentlemanly, informal approach to dispuzes

- with the Pentagon. (Senator Nunn may ask tough

questions, but he almost always votes with .the
uniform and avoids the soapbox.) Also, it is diff-
icult to raise much blood pressure. beating the
drums against secrecy, because, as Newsweek's
Lloyd : Norman ' observes, ‘‘the American public
generally” accepts sedrecy in militdry * affairs.”
Finally, the story is weakened because potential
wrongdoing is in the hands of the military com-
mand and the courts-martial, instead of the Justice
Department. Nothing has stimulated reporters like,
the handcuffs and trial scenes of Watergate, but

affair with bugs, burglar’s tools, rubber. gloves, .

l..’.com"D.

there will be no such drama n (e Cambodia
scandal because the military will not prosecute.
The Pentagon can be a hostile environment for
human interest and hard news. ’

NO SEX

*“It just isn't sexy enough for the American
public to get worked up over.”

~—Lloyd Norman, Pentagon Correspondent,

Newxw%ek . s
~ The basic building block of Waterzate nas
always been..the. original arrest——a stickem-up

mysterious cash, and walkie-talkies. So the sta riing

. point of the scandal was the D:C. pokey, and The

Question that rises above the Constxtuuonal issues

‘ has always been whether the President was directly

associated with that undignified bandcuifing,
burned into the .consciousness of every tabloid-
reading citizen. The fundamental mistake of the
‘white-collar criminals in the Nixon Administration
was to get involved in a caper with the explosive,
blue~collar connotations of burglary. Few voters
are unable to comprehend a crime like that, and
most have no trouble relating to it negatively.
From - this sound journalistic foundation,'
the Watergate story pushed into a bonanza of
scintillating items—laundered money, red wigs,
dirty tricks, political espionage, Perry Mason
riddles, the trial, the dramatic letter, the stern

judge, the great shrink heist, NIXON BUGS SELF,&
Scnator Sant, on and Onh. Ammst this panorama o

~—human drama, the Cambodia scandal pits gray

military automatons at Work-in-the distant rgaches

of the world. Many people check their memory 0
make sure they haven’t heard that story four or five
years ago, because over the last seven or elght years
they have become accusiomed to that.} kind of
activity as the soft metronome. of reality. In this
case it's no longer reality anyway. so why work up
the discipline for sustained anger?

There's no question that the secret bombing

lzcks sex appeal, one of the primary raw materizls

- of the press. What tidbits there are have been

either overlooked by reporters or passed over for

reasons of taste~-General Wheeler testifying that
the secret bombing, code name MENU, took place
in areas of Cambodia designated as BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER, SNACK. and A DESSERT.
Major Knight's cloak-and-dagger work was
second- -raté matenal ‘compared”to’ Watt:roaze

“This issue of the entértainment” guoticnt’in’

journalism is a delicate one for-editors. Certainly,
they don't think the news and opinion side of the
media should merely ‘pander. to the crass en-
tertainment needs of the public. If they did, how
would we account for all the impeneirable oatmeai
on the editorial pages? No, the newspaper or
network must stand . for something and ifulfill
serious obligations, and most readers approach
journal'like The New York Times at least partly
with a sense of duty. A story like Cambodia ob-
viously has to go on the duty side of _]Ouﬂ‘dl‘sn‘)
which is unfortunately not the nght channel for a

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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THE SCANDAL THAT GOT AWAY —- CONTINUED
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weil-established  media. shoy
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— he only remote hope o

into the Cambodia story resides, ironi ically, in one

of the least reported aspects~-
one of the participants wilt
- falsifying military reports. T
curred, and it is proscribed by
United States Code of Military
however, prosecution has been
falsification justified as simply
Air Force Chief of Staff Georgg
Armed Services Committee:
constitute an offense under Art
be proof of ‘intent to deceivel
prescribed element of the offen
and is negated when the repor
orders from a higher authority
true facts.” This means that yoy
and unauthorized superiors if
authorized superior. *

e no cmar answers
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_nheither friends, relatlves, nor pn

T varévabout, M 7

scandal, which means no reforrh.

raids. While the-actual bombings should inflame

essentially conservative issues~—images of haywire
plots and secret garrisons, defiance of the Con-

claboratc that even the classified

~that the media 1
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